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April 9, 20 10  
 

 

 
 

 

2010 CALL TO LOCAL ARTISTS 
  

Urban Performance and Exhibit Venue in 

Downtown Rideau  
The Downtown Rideau Business Improvement Area 

(DRBIA) in partnership with the Ottawa Arts Court 

Foundation (OACF) is pleased to offer for a 3rd 

season, The Underpass 2010 -- an exciting 

opportunity for local performing, visual, literary and 

media artists and artisans to animate an emerging 

outdoor urban performance and exhibit venue in 

Downtown Rideau.  

 

Background: 
The Underpass was approved by Ottawa City Council as a Pilot Project in May 2008. Evaluation of the Pilot 

concluded the project was extremely successful in meeting its objectives to improve the safety and perception 

of The Underpass through the introduction of managed programming and vending activity.   

 

The DRBIA has been approved by the City for exclusive programming and vending license authority for this 

outdoor venue to deliver long-term objectives in support the DRBIA's vision for the site, and its identity as 

Ottawa's Arts and Theatre District: Where Culture Lives!  The 2010 summer season begins May 5 and continues to 

October 31st. The DRBIA and OACF will be reviewing opportunities to continue programming at The Underpass in 

the winter season.  Total potential public reach is approximately 6,541 people Wednesday to Sunday between 

11:30 a.m. to 6:30 pm during the summer season (Appendix A). 

 

The Underpass has won two awards:  one an International Award of Distinction for Public Space Improvement 

from the International Downtowns Association.  The other for Business and Community Safety Program from the 

Ottawa Crime Prevention Council. 
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Vision: 
The Underpass Project animates the high profile and esteemed Western Gateway to Downtown Rideau where the 

ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎƻǊŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ tŀǊƭƛamentary Precinct. While The Underpass itself άǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅέ serves as an 

important pedestrian link between Wellington and Rideau streets, The Underpass Program provides a forum for 

active, multi-faceted, programmable public space to highlight work by local artists. Underpass 

programming provides local professional and emerging artists with the opportunity to perform and exhibit in a 

unique outdoor venue, engage new audiences and market their products.  

 

Programming: 
Performing (music, theatre, and dance), literary, visual, and media artists, artisans and organizations able to 

provide programming for a mobile audience are encouraged to apply (see page 4).  The ideal program would 

demand an attention span of 7 minutes (maximum) from audience members and would be flexible to allow for 

pedestrian traffic fluidity through the site.  Examples of venue-appropriate programming includes: busking, 

literary readings, story-telling, dance, craft demonstrations, craft market, acoustic music.  The DRBIA encourages 

outreach and exclusivity, and this list is by no means exhaustive.   

 

The Site and Amenities: -- Appendix B &C 
 The site is known as The Underpass, at the corner of Rideau Street and Colonel By Drive.  This outdoor venue is 

ideal for small scale performances, exhibits, craft marketers, and hands-on artisan demonstrations.  It is 

characterized by a number of specific sections allowing for simultaneous activity. Sections include the Ramp 

section, which offers overhead weather protection; as well as the Circle section, which is an ideal location for 

readings.  The overall site can be broken down into 9 sections for different uses: (Appendix B/map and Appendix 

C/photos) : 1) Platform; 2) Circle; 3) Fence; 4) Catwalk; 5) Path; 6) Trees; 7) Wall; 8) Ledge; 9) Ramp.   

The site provides the following amenities and services: 

Á CCTV security cameras 

Á co-operative artist environment 

Á decorative string lighting in trees  

Á folding chairs/audience seating, display tables and vending kiosks 

Á hydro  

Á liability insurance coverage including artists/artisans 

Á locked storage in vending kiosk and limited overnight security for valuables  

Á miscellaneous toolbox to assist with program/activity set up i.e. ladder, tape, flashlight, etc. 

Á parking (limited) 

Á patio umbrellas and stands  

Á portable PA/sound system 

Á programming, promotional and site signage  

Á promotional activity and advertising support from the DRBIA and partners 

Á proximity to partner washrooms  

Á satellite music system feed/speakers  

Á security (roaming & response) 

Á security lighting  

Á vehicle loading access  

Á weather protection (under ramp)  

Á wheelchair accessibility  
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Eligibility: 
Local artists and artisans working in all disciplines are eligible to submit a proposal for consideration by The 

Underpass Program Committee. Proposals must address the criteria requested below. 

Booking priority will be based on the following qualifications and in this order: 

1) Local professional or emerging arts and culture community best reflecting Ottawa's arts and culture 

scene: 
a) from within the DRBIA membership 

b) from outside the DRBIA membership 

2) Edgy, promotional activity from DRBIA membership having entertainment value, i.e. promo samples, 

sports demonstrations; 

3) Edgy commercial entertainment for cross promotional purposes, i.e. Cirque de Soleil stunts, festival 

samples, etc.; 

4) DRBIA partner social service agencies that wish to offer vending support to help adjacent community 

homelessness programs. Such activity will be offered at a mutually agreeable time to ensure appropriate 

support management measures are available.  

Criteria: 
 Priority will be given to individuals or groups that best deliver programming or activity that: 

 

1) presents works to support building an arts-appreciative public by connecting people to the arts; 

2) presents works that are interactive or otherwise engage the public 

3) presents artistic performances that are free to the public (may pass the hat, accept donations and sell 

approved works/promotional merchandise) 

4) presents existing visual art for reproduction exhibit(s) on the Wall section of the site 

5) presents affordable locally produced art or crafts for purchase 

6) presents works of suitable length to draw and disperse crowds frequently and that are appropriate to the 

size of venue 

7) avoids excessive sound levels 

8) is efficient to set up and tear down 

9) can be accommodated between the hours of 11:30 am and 6:30 pm weekly Wednesday to Sunday for 

programming, exhibit and vending (some flexibility may be possible upon request, i.e. film screenings 

later in the evening) 

10) requires limited storage space  

11) is adaptable to a άǎŜƭŦ-serǾŜέ site set-up environment  

 

All activity must remain FREE to the public with the exception of trade of merchandise.  There is no charge to local 

artists and non-profit organizations for the use of The Underpass.  NEW IN 2010 -- A $50.00/week USER FEE is 

applicable for vending kiosks charged to artisans approved in the program (= $10/day Wednesday to Sunday).  

1-2 artisans may share one kiosk space and the cost of the user fee (see Appendix D for technical drawings).  The 

DRBIA has vending license authority for the site and provides liability insurance coverage that is applicable to 

artists and artisans approved for programming and vending on the site.  
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How to apply to use The Underpass: 

Please submit a proposal of your programming/vending activity including the following information: 

1) Project Name  

2) Name of individual or group submitting proposal  

3) Brief description of proposed activity including names and contact information of participating 

artists/vendors;  

4) Brief description of nature of merchandise to be sold (if applicable); 

5) Description of technical and set-up requirements  

6) Identification of what area/section of The Underpass you would ideally like to use (part or all)  

7) Proposed programming dates and times  

8) Sample of work to be presented/sold at The Underpass (e.g. CD, photos, video, written text, etc.) 

9) Include a brief BIO/resume and/or body of work 

 

Send your proposal(s) to: 
 

The Underpass Program 

c/o Kelly Ledingham  

Downtown Rideau BIA 

111A Rideau Street, 2nd floor 

Ottawa, ON, K1N 5X1 

or via e-mail at underpass@downtownrideau.com 

 

If you require further information, please contact Kelly Ledingham at 613-241-6211. 

  

Deadline April 30, 2010: for May, June and July programming/vending submissions.  

 

Deadline July 2, 2009: for August, September and October programming/vending submissions. 

    
Á  
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Average of 303 pedestrians pass through the site hourly between 12-2 pm daily Monday to Friday, with a potential additional reach of 
943 pedestrians crossing at adjacent corners at Rideau/Colonel By.  Total potential audience/public reach is approximately 1,246 people 
hourly Monday to Friday between 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 pm. 

2009 Season  
Daily Average 

9 vendors 
2 performers 

 Weekly Average 
45 vending 
4 performance 

 Season Average (24 Weeks) 
1080 Vending Activities 
96 performances 

 Average Number of Hours of Activity for Full Season (7 hours/ day) 
840 hours 

 Public Reach (between 11:30am-6:30pm) 
6,541 daily 
32,705 weekly 
784,920 

% increase/decrease over 2008 
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100% 
   
200% 
-20% 
   
350% 
20% 
   
75% 
  
16.7% 
16.7% 
74.9% 

Appendix A 

Public Reach  
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Appendix B 

Section Locations  

Site Map  
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1) PLATFORM 2) CIRCLE 

4) CATWALK 3) FENCE 

5) PATH 6) TREES 

8) LEDGE 
7) WALL 

Appendix C 

Section Locations  

Photos  

 

 
 

9) RAMP 
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Appendix E 

Vending Kiosks  

In response to increasing 
storage maintenance 
requirements and vending 
storage concerns; The 
Underpass is introducing 
Vending Kiosks in 2010.   

A user fee will be charged 
of $50.00/week.  1-2 
artisans may share one 
kiosk space and share the 
cost of the user fee. 
 
With the new vending 
kiosks, display/selling 
surface area increases 
from 12 sq. ft. in 2008/9 
to 61.4 sq. ft. in 2010 and 
artisans will have personal 
secure storage space of 
12 sq. ft. 
 
There are also increased 
display options including 
shelves, pop out counters 
and wall grid for hanging 
objects and lighting. 

Above:  2009 improper nighttime storage of vending items leaving an unsightly 
negative impact on the site and program and highly visible under bright 
security lighting at night.  

 
Below:  Technical drawing of NEW 2010 Vending Kiosks (note, not to scale �t 

modifications have been made to these drawings). 

1 kiosk unit is split into 
2 kiosk spaces with a 
vendor on each side. 


