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Call to Artists – Plein Air Art Exhibit & Sale, April 9, 2010 

 

April 9, 2010 
 

 

2010 CALL TO OTTAWA VISUAL ARTISTS 
  

Urban Competition, Exhibit and Sale  
The Downtown Rideau Business Improvement Area (DRBIA) is pleased to introduce, Plein Air Art Exhibit & Sale -- an 

exciting opportunity for local visual artists to create, compete, exhibit and sell outdoors in Downtown Rideau.  

 

Plein Air technique: 
En Plein-Air translates from French ǘƻ άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƛǊέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ that are done outside in natural light.  
This technique became very popular in the mid-1800s when the invention of paint in tubes and the portable box easel 
made taking your work outside of the traditional studio and into the field much easier.  The object of this style of 
painting is to capture the feel and colors of natural light on objects and landscapes.   

 

Background: 
Plein Air is a programming initiative of The Underpass project ς an Urban Outdoor Performance and Vending Venue 

ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŜŜƳŜŘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ DŀǘŜǿŀȅ ǘƻ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ wƛŘŜŀǳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎƻǊŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

Parliamentary Precinct at Rideau Street and Colonel By Drive.  Underpass programming provides local professional and 

emerging artists with the opportunity to perform and exhibit in a unique outdoor venue, engage new audiences 

and market their products. The DRBIA has been approved by the City of Ottawa for exclusive programming and vending 

license authority for this outdoor venue to deliver long-term objectives in support the DRBIA's vision for the site, and its 

identity as Ottawa's Retail, Arts and Theatre District: Where Culture Lives!  The 2010 Underpass summer season begins 

May 11 and continues to October 31st. Total potential public reach is 5,607 daily between 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., 

during the summer season. 

 

Vision: 
The Plein Air promotes connecting local visual artists with tourists over eight days during the Tulip Festival.  Visitors will 

be treated to artistic works-in-progress through outdoor encounters while travelling to and from festival activities, 

hotels, dining and shopping.   Works will feature scenes and capture the essence of Downtown architecture, parks, 

canal, main streets, people and monuments.  Artists are selected by jury and designated at high profile/high traffic 

locations, landmarks and attractions throughout Downtown Rideau.   
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Exhibit & Sale: 
CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ and tourists will 

have an opportunity to purchase the artwork at a Meet the Artists 

Reception from noon to 5:00 p.m. at The Underpass, outdoor 

performance and vending venue at the corner of Rideau Street and 

Colonel By Drive on the last Saturday of the festival (May 22).  Exhibit & 

Sale will include entertainment and refreshments. 

 

Competition: 
The Plein Air Art Exhibit & Sale includes a competition judged by 

members of the DRBIA Marketing Committee, artists and the public.  

$2,000 in prize money will be awarded: 1st Place $1,000, 2nd Place $700, tŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ /ƘƻƛŎŜ $300.  The competition results 

will be announced on May 22 during the Meet the Artists Reception at The Underpass.  DRBIA staff will verify on-site 

work-in-progress to confirm eligibility for the competition portion of the program.  Failure to meet the daily on-site 

work-in-progress hours expected will result in disqualification from the competition portion of the program.  

 

Eligibility: 
Visual professional and emerging artists living in Ottawa (excluding photographers due to the seven day on-site work-in-

progress requirement) are eligible to submit an application.  Entries will be selected by a jury including artist peers to 

guarantee a high standard of skill.  Originality in concept and implementation, quality of artistry and excellence are 

primary criteria by which submitted samples will be evaluated.  Submission must offer the jury a clear sense of who you 

are and which medium you wish to produce/exhibit. 

 

Work-in-progress Details: 

Dates: Fridays/ Saturdays/Sundays during the Tulip Festival ς May 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 21 

Time: 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  

Number of Works: Artists are encouraged to create more than one piece of artwork during the Plein Air in order to have more 
works to sell during the final day of the event. 

Locations: 40 locations from the Rideau Canal to King Edward Avenue; and George Street to Mackenzie King Bridge in 
Downtown Rideau -- assigned by draw of name as part of the jury process. See Appendix A. 

Rain: In the event of rain, artists will adjust their required time to complete the works spread over remaining 
days. 

Chair/Easel: Artist is responsible for bringing/providing their own supplies to create works on site.  DRBIA has stools 
available if required. 

Parking: The DRBIA will provide parking at City Hall free to approved participating artists.   

Marketing: The DRBIA will advertise and promote the Plein Air and its artists in a variety of mediums to reach tourists 
and local audiences, including Where Magazine, direct mail postcards, store posters, A-frame signs, tour 
bus ads, tulip festival program, cultural programs, partner websites, media releases, on-site event, email 
lists blasts, and publicity.  

Daily Check-in: Artists will be required to contact the DRBIA office by phone or email daily to confirm their attendance on 
site in the program and obtain their parking stamp.   

Identification: Artists will be required to wear a Plein Air badge and attach event signage to their chair or easel to readily 
identify them as approved participants of the program. 

 

Above: The Underpass outdoor performance and 
vending venue at Rideau Street and Colonel By Drive. 
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Exhibit/Sale/Competition Details: 

Date: Saturday, May 22, 2010 

Location: The Underpass, Rideau Street at Colonel By Drive 

Time: Noon to 5:00 p.m. 

Set up: Completed works must arrive on-site, framed and ready for exhibit and sale by 9:00 a.m. Exhibit stands will 
provided on-site.  Artists will assist event crews with installation and securing works to stands. A sales 
counter will be operated by Ottawa Arts Court Foundation (OACF) staff, who will collect payment (cash or 
credit card) and wrap/arrange artwork for transport. 

Size of Work: It is recommended to keep works ǘƻ ŀ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƛǊ άcarry-on ƭǳƎƎŀƎŜέ 
ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ нн ƭōǎΦΣ ŀƴŘ фέ · мсέ · ннέ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ. 

Price Point: It is recommended to create works that suite a variety of price points.   

Charitable Donation: 15% of sales will be donated to the OACF as a charitable not-for-profit organization providing services for 

the professional performing, visual, literary and media arts in Downtown Rideau.  

  

Application process: 

 
1) Application Form  

 Complete and return. 

2) Artists Information 

 artist statement 

 resume or C.V. 

 description of proposed work/view/medium 

3) Images 

 Sample of 5-10 past/existing works to be reviewed by the Jury Committee submitted by email, mail or 
  hand delivered including electronic files, CD, photos, video, written text, etc. 

 Submissions are non-returnable.  Clearly label all pieces. 

4) Registration/Exhibit/Service Fee 

 A $35.00 registration fee will be required from all participating artists to assist with costs to exhibit the 
works for sale payable by post-dated cheque to be received by mail with application before April 30, 
2010. 

 A 15% service fee will be collected from works sold and donated to the charity of choice for this event ς 
the Ottawa Arts Court Foundation. 

5) Send your application to: 

 Plein Air Art Exhibit & Sale 
  c/o Kelly Ledingham, Marketing & Programs Coordinator  
  Downtown Rideau BIA 
  111A Rideau Street, 2nd floor 
  Ottawa, ON, K1N 5X1 

   or via e-mail at pleinair@downtownrideau.com 

  If you require further information, please contact Kelly Ledingham at 613-241-6211. 

6) Deadline:  

 Noon on Friday, April 30, 2010  

            

mailto:pleinair@downtownrideau.com
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Artists Agreement 

By signing and submitting my application for Plein Air Art Exhibit & Sale, I agree to, and understand the 
following: 

1. I certify that the artwork I create on-site during the Plein Air Art Exhibit & Sale is made by me, original and 
similar to the sample work submitted for jury and that I will sell only this work on May 22 at The 
Underpass. 

2. I commit to attending and creating on site works-in-progress for a minimum of 6 hours a day, over 7 days 
as the program requires, to attending the Exhibit and Sale on May 22 including being available to meet 
and greet the public and buyers attending the event, assist with the presentation and sale of my artwork; 
and to participating in the competition. 

3. I understand that, if my application images are of poor quality, jurors may not be able to adequately 
assess my work, which may result in rejection from the program. 

4. I am responsible for the collection of government taxes. 

5. I have read and understand the cancellation policy. 

6. I will keep my assigned space in a clean and orderly fashion, remove/dispose of trash from the site at the 
end of each day, and conduct myself in a professional manner at all times, especially when interacting 
with the public. 

7. I release the Downtown Rideau Business Improvement Area, the Ottawa Arts Court Foundation, the City 
of Ottawa, and the National Capital Commission, their employees or volunteers from injury or damage 
incurred by myself, as a participating artist/exhibitor.   

Notification 

 Plein Air will contact by email or phone, as well as mail, notification to all successful applicants by 5pm on 
Monday, May 3, 2010.   

Refunds 

 Should your application not be accepted, Plein Air will return your post-dated cheque immediately 
following the juried selection process. 

Cancellation Policy 

 If written notice of cancellation is given prior to April 30, 2010, applicants will receive a refund less a $10 
administration fee. 

 Participants absent for any of the seven days or hours required for Works-In-Progress, or Exhibit/Sale, 
without prior 24-hour notice and approval from the Downtown Rideau BIA, will not be eligible for the 
Competition prize money, refund or eligible to apply in subsequent years. 



5 

 

Call to Artists – Plein Air Art Exhibit & Sale, April 9, 2010 

 

Application form 

Name:_________________________________________Email:________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________________Province________________Postal Code:_________________ 

Telephone:________________________________Website:___________________________________________ 

Media/Discipline:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Promotion Text: 1-2 sentences defining who you are as an artist, your motivations, interests, Influences, 
mediums, etc.________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I give permission for the Downtown Rideau BIA to use any of my submitted images and photographs/videos 
taken during the event, for promotional use of myself or the Plein Air event. 

!ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ Signature:______________________________________Date:__________________________________ 

Witness Signature:_____________________________________ Date:__________________________________ 

Witness Name: (please print)____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

   

For office use only 

date application received:________________________________ 

cheque #: ___________________________________ cheque amount: ________________________ 

application accepted?___________________________________ 
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1  

Appendix A 

Artists  

Wo rks -In -Progress 

Locations  

8 

7 

NOTE:  Map is proposed locations waiting confirmation from participating 
properties/partners.  Artists will be located on private property wherever 
possible and set back abutting property lines when on public property.  
Washroom arrangements will be made with partner properties. 


